AMAZONS    OF    FREEDOM

The need was particularly urgent in Lithuania,
which the Congress of Vienna had attached
directly to Russia, and not as part of the Polish
Kingdom, After the crashing of the rebellion of
1830-1831, the Polish language and Polish educa-
tion were banned in this territory, which the
Russians regarded as Russian. The patriotic
Polish women of the educated classes defied the
ban and, at the risk of long terms of imprisonment
and other Draconian punishments, held secret
Polish classes for the children. This underground
system of education was gradually extended to
other areas, and the women left nothing undone
to preserve and cultivate the Polish language and
Polish culture.

Nor were these comprehensive activities of the
Polish women confined to any particular period.
They worked unremittingly for decade after
decade, unsparing with their time, money and
energy, and undaunted by incarceration and other
forms of persecution.

Thus they played a decisive part in preparing
the ground for the events of the year 1863, when
the Polish people again rebelled against their
brutal oppressors and again engaged in a life and
death struggle with the Russian autocracy. The
women of Poland naturally participated in the
conflict itself; but it was they who rendered
the explosion possible, not only by their educational
work in the secret schools, but also by fostering
the national spirit in the Polish masses, forming
secret groups and societies for the purpose. The